
OJAI
A guide for Colin + Nicole | April 4-5, 2026

Ojai is a small mountain town in the Topatopa foothills, 90 minutes north of LA. No chain restaurants. No chain hotels.
Farm-to-table is the default. Natural wine is the local drink. The Pink Moment sunset is famous. And it maps perfectly onto every
save in your Oakland guide.

Drive from SD 206 mi / 3.5 hrs via 101

Drive to Oakland 310 mi / 5.5 hrs via I-5

Weather Apr 4 High 73F / Low 49F / Sunny

Sunset 7:27 PM (Pink Moment ~7:30-7:45)

Farmers Market Sunday 9 AM - 1 PM downtown

Vibe Ojai = Bolinas + Healdsburg + Oaxaca

Where to Eat
Ojai punches absurdly above its weight. No chains allowed downtown. Every kitchen sources from the valley.

Fine Dining + Farm-to-Table

The Rochers at The Ranch House
California haute cuisine | $$$$ | Thu-Sun 5-9 PM
102 Besant Rd | Reserve via Tock

4-course seasonal tasting menu served al fresco in a 15,000 sq ft working garden. Chef Perfecte Rocher, formerly 4-star
restaurants. This is the move for Saturday dinner.

Order: Seasonal tasting (changes weekly). Trust the chef.
Your match: Your JouJou / Chez Panisse equivalent. Garden dining, seasonal menu, wine pairings.

➜ Apple Maps

Olivella at Ojai Valley Inn
California-Italian, Valley-to-Table | $$$ | Wed-Sun 5:30-8:30 PM
905 Country Club Rd | (805) 646-1111

Award-winning valley-to-table program. Heavy local sourcing from farms, ranches, orchards. Expertly curated wine list. Fine
dining without pretension.

Order: House-made pasta, seasonal vegetables from valley farms.
Your match: Your Pomet / Occitania equivalent. Italian, local, wine-focused.

➜ Apple Maps

The Farmhouse at Ojai Valley Inn
California farm-to-table | $$$$ | Event-based (special dinners)
905 Country Club Rd | 855-697-8780

Culinary Director: Nancy Silverton. Multi-course events, wine tastings, cooking classes. Check calendar for April dates.
Your match: Nancy Silverton is Chez Panisse-level legendary.

➜ Apple Maps

Casual + Pizza + Rotisserie

Pinyon
Wood-fired pizza, natural wine, bakery | $$ | Thu-Sun 9 AM-9 PM, Mon 3-9 PM
423 E Ojai Ave #101 | (805) 691-2553

Family-run pizzeria + wine shop + bakery. Local farmer partnerships. Natural wine list is excellent. This is your Sunday lunch
spot.

Order: Wood-fired pizza, whatever's seasonal. Grab bread for the road.
Your match: Your June's Pizza equivalent. Pizza + natural wine + bakery in one.

https://maps.apple.com/?q=The%20Rochers%20at%20The%20Ranch%20House&ll=34.4445,-119.2455&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Olivella%20at%20Ojai%20Valley%20Inn&ll=34.434,-119.267&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=The%20Farmhouse%20at%20Ojai%20Valley%20Inn&ll=34.434,-119.267&z=17&t=m


➜ Apple Maps

Ojai Rotie
French-Lebanese rotisserie | $$ | Wed, Thu, Sun 4-7 PM
469 E Ojai Ave | (805) 332-0381

Handmade sourdough. Rotisserie chicken. 100% locally sourced. Wine list highlights Ojai producers. Casual, fast, perfect.
Your match: French + local sourcing + natural wine. Quick but excellent.

➜ Apple Maps

Ojai Deer Lodge
American pub, organic | $$ | Wed-Thu 12-8, Fri 12-9, Sat 11-9, Sun 11-8
2261 Maricopa Hwy | (805) 646-4256

Since 1932. Historic biker bar turned organic pub + live music venue. Great beer selection. Outdoor patio.
Your match: Your Branch Line Pub / Drake's equivalent. Dive bar DNA + good food.

➜ Apple Maps

Exotic Thai
Authentic Thai | $ | Daily 11 AM-9 PM (Fri-Sat til 10)
849 E Ojai Ave | (805) 646-5333

Budget-friendly, authentic. Solid for a quick lunch if you want Asian.
Your match: Your Thai baseline. Not destination dining but reliable.

➜ Apple Maps

Highway Eats: Quick Stops

Ojai Coffee Roasters
Coffee roaster | $ | Daily 6 AM-5 PM
337 E Ojai Ave

Community institution. Expertly roasted fresh blends. Main street. Quintessential Ojai start.
Your match: Your ritual coffee stop.

➜ Apple Maps

The Dutchess
All-day restaurant | $$-$$$ | Check hours
Main St, Ojai

From Rustic Canyon group. Pastries and congee for breakfast, fried chicken sandwiches at lunch, Burmese-Californian dinner.
One of the best new restaurants in SoCal.
Your match: Extremely comfortable and welcoming. Destination-worthy.

➜ Apple Maps

Rory's Place
Live-fire cooking | $$-$$$ | Check hours
Downtown Ojai

Raw bar, charcuterie, natural wines. Seasonal produce focus. Upscale casual with wine-bar feel.

➜ Apple Maps

Nocciola
Northern Italian | $$$$ | Check hours
Downtown Ojai

Upscale Northern Italian in a century-old Craftsman home. Pappardelle with slow-roasted wild boar. Special occasion dinner.

➜ Apple Maps

Full Moon Izakaya
Japanese sushi + sake | $$-$$$ | Check hours
Behind tea shop, Ojai Ave

Walk-in only hidden behind a tea shop. Intimate, unique, hard to find on purpose.
Look behind the tea shop on Ojai Ave.
Your match: No reservations. The hidden gem factor is real.

➜ Apple Maps

https://maps.apple.com/?q=Pinyon&ll=34.448,-119.243&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Ojai%20Rotie&ll=34.4482,-119.2428&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Ojai%20Deer%20Lodge&ll=34.424,-119.32&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Exotic%20Thai&ll=34.4485,-119.2415&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Ojai%20Coffee%20Roasters&ll=34.448,-119.243&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=The%20Dutchess&ll=34.4485,-119.2435&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Rory%27s%20Place&ll=34.4482,-119.2425&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Nocciola&ll=34.4486,-119.2432&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Full%20Moon%20Izakaya&ll=34.4488,-119.244&z=17&t=m


Wine + Bars
Ojai has a legitimate natural wine scene and some proper dive bars.

Natural Wine

Casa Barranca Organic Winery
Organic, no sulfites added | $15 flight | Tue-Thu 12-6, Fri-Sat 12-7, Sun-Mon 12-6
208 E Ojai Ave | (805) 640-1255

USDA Certified organic. In a 1909 Greene & Greene Colonial estate (National Historic Landmark). Tasting room is beautiful. This
is the natural wine stop.
Your match: Your Snail Bar / Side A equivalent. Organic, certified, no-sulfite wines.

➜ Apple Maps

Naturalist Wines
Natural wine lounge + bottle shop | By the glass | Mon-Thu 1-5, Fri-Sat 12-6, Sun 12-5
208 E Ojai Ave (downtown arcade)

Natural wine tasting lounge. Knowledgeable staff. Curated selections. This mirrors the Snail Bar vibe most directly.
Your match: Your Snail Bar translated to Ojai. Knowledgeable, curated, natural.

➜ Apple Maps

Side Street Wine
Small-batch natural producer | Flights available | Check hours

Live music weekends, local food pairings. Laid-back tasting room.
Your match: Natural wine + live music. Casual weekend hangout.

➜ Apple Maps

Dive Bars

The Hub
Country dive bar | $ | Evening hours
Downtown Ojai

Long-standing local institution. Country-themed wooden bar with iconic steer horns. This is the real deal.
Your match: Your Latin American Club equivalent. Locals only, no pretension.

➜ Apple Maps

The Hut
Neon dive bar | $ | Evening hours
North Lomita Ave

Red neon-lit locals' favorite. True dive bar aesthetic.
Your match: Another dive option. Red neon, cold beer, zero tourists.

➜ Apple Maps

What to Do
The Pink Moment
Ojai's most famous phenomenon. For 10-15 minutes just after sunset, fading light casts a pink and lavender glow across the
Topa Topa Mountains. It happens year-round but April is ideal. Sunset on April 4 is 7:27 PM. The moment peaks around
7:35-7:45.

Best spot: Meditation Mount (10340 Reeves Rd). 32-acre garden with valley overlooks. Reservation recommended for sunset
hours. Bring a blanket.

Also good: Ojai Meadow Preserve (open field, free) or Cluff Vista Park.

Bart's Books
302 W Matlija St. World's largest outdoor bookstore. 130,000+ used and new books in an outdoor maze of shelves along the
street. Founded 1964. The exterior shelves are open 24/7 with honor payment boxes. Inside: 10 AM - 6 PM daily.
Your outdoor browsing + nature vibe. Budget 30-60 minutes.

Ojai Olive Oil Company
1811 Ladera Rd. FREE guided tours Wed/Sat/Sun (30-40 min, no reservation). Full tasting flight with bread: $15 weekdays, $20
weekends. Covers production, organic farming, biodynamic methods.

https://maps.apple.com/?q=Casa%20Barranca%20Organic%20Winery&ll=34.4478,-119.2438&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Naturalist%20Wines&ll=34.4478,-119.2438&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=Side%20Street%20Wine&ll=34.448,-119.2435&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=The%20Hub&ll=34.448,-119.2433&z=17&t=m
https://maps.apple.com/?q=The%20Hut&ll=34.4485,-119.244&z=17&t=m


Farm-to-table ethos in liquid form.

Hiking

Trail Distance Gain Difficulty Notes

Ojai Meadows Preserve 1 mi loop 36 ft Easy Wildflowers, valley views. 30 min.

Shelf Road Trail 3.5 mi Gentle Easy Panoramic valley views. Morning walk.

Fox / Luci's Loop 3.2 mi Moderate Moderate Valley View Preserve. Mixed terrain.

Gridley Springs 3 mi 1,200 ft Moderate Spring-fed creek. Off Maricopa Hwy.

Sisar Canyon 10.5 mi 4,000 ft Strenuous Topa Topa Bluffs. Advanced only.

Recommendation: Shelf Road Trail Saturday afternoon (before sunset) or Ojai Meadows Sunday morning before farmers market.

Where to Stay
Hotel Price Vibe Why

Ojai Valley Inn $733+/nt Luxury resort 31K sq ft spa. Olivella + Farmhouse on-site. Pools.

The Capri Hotel $224-439 Design boutique Mid-century modern. Pool. Walking distance downtown. YOUR PICK.

Ojai Rancho Inn $165-472 Rustic casual Budget option. Pool, sauna, free bikes. Camp aesthetic.

Casa Barranca Varies Wine estate Stay at the winery. Historic landmark building.

Airbnb options $150-500 Unique stays Dome house, treehouse, Airstream, mountain homes.

Recommendation: The Capri Hotel. Design-forward, mid-century modern, pool + jacuzzi, walking distance to
everything downtown. Same ownership as Ojai Rancho Inn. $224-439/nt. Matches your Oakland aesthetic
perfectly.

Recommended Itinerary
Saturday, April 4
3-4 PM -- Arrive. Check into The Capri. Settle in.

4-5 PM -- Walk to Bart's Books. Browse the outdoor shelves.

5-6 PM -- Casa Barranca or Naturalist Wines for a tasting flight.

6:45 PM -- Drive to Meditation Mount. Arrive 30 min before sunset.

7:27 PM -- PINK MOMENT. Watch the Topa Topas turn lavender. 10-15 min.

8:30 PM -- Dinner: The Rochers at The Ranch House (book ahead via Tock). 4-course tasting menu in the garden.

10:30 PM -- The Hub or The Hut for a dive bar nightcap.

Sunday, April 5
8:30 AM -- Coffee at Pinyon bakery counter.

9-10:30 AM -- Ojai Certified Farmers Market (300 E Matilija St). Browse, eat, stock up for the drive.

10:30-11:30 AM -- Shelf Road Trail (3.5 mi, easy, panoramic views). Or Ojai Olive Oil free tour.

12 PM -- Lunch at Pinyon: wood-fired pizza + natural wine. Last meal before the road.

1:30 PM -- Depart for Oakland via I-5. 310 mi / 5.5 hrs. Home by 7 PM.

Ojai is the perfect decompression stop before the final drive. One night, two meals, a sunset, and a
bookstore. That's all you need.


