
S K I N C H E E S E  T R AV E L —  L A K E  S O N O M A

Swim & Explore the Lake
Where to actually drop anchor

Conditions as of the day before. Pool elevation 450.6 feet, storage 243,887 acre-feet against a 245,000

acre-foot water-supply pool — the lake is essentially full. No low-water ramp problems, no long muddy walk

to the shoreline, no newly exposed hazards. This is about as good as Lake Sonoma gets in mid-August.

The shape of the lake

Lake Sonoma is two long narrow arms snaking up canyons from the dam. The Warm Springs arm runs

west and northwest up the old Skaggs Springs valley; the Dry Creek arm runs north toward Yorty Creek

and Cloverdale. Maximum depth is 319 feet, the surface covers more than 2,700 acres, and there are

roughly fifty miles of shoreline folded into countless inlets and coves.

You launch from the marina near the dam. That puts the Warm Springs arm coves within your four-

hour window — reachable, quiet, and swimmable without burning an hour each way.

Where to anchor — every cove, with real distances

The lake-wide speed limit is 50 mph with marked ski zones. The no-wake zones are where you want to

be with two kids and three dogs in the water. Distances below are straight-line from the marina — on the

water, following the shoreline, it is further.

Cove
From

dock
Zone Why

Lone Pine 1.7 mi Ski The closest anchorage, and it is in a ski zone. Fine for a quick

stop, loud for a long lunch.

Island View 1.9 mi No-

wake

The biggest shoreline landing on the lake — it holds 32. Room for

ten people and three dogs without anyone standing in the water to

make space.

Madrone Point 1.9 mi Ski Shoreline unusually free of rocks, which matters barefoot. Ski

traffic is the trade.

Quicksilver 2.0 mi No-

wake

Shaded, moderate slope into the water, close in. The best all-

round pick from the marina.

Broken Bridge 2.3 mi Ski Redwood-shaded and holds 40 — the most shade of any ski-zone

site.
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Black Mountain 2.6 mi No-

wake

The Corps notes boat noise and traffic are kept to a minimum. The

quietest water within reach.

Buck Pasture 2.7 mi No-

wake

Thirteen sites right at the water plus grassy areas behind.

Falcon's Nest 3.0 mi Ski Edge of your practical range in a ski zone. Not worth it over the

closer no-wake options.

Homestead ·

Loggers · Rustlers

5.1–5.4

mi

Mixed Up the Dry Creek arm. An hour of your four just getting there and

back.

Thumb · Skunk

Creek

5.9–6.1

mi

No-

wake

Genuinely the best water on the lake — Thumb has full shade and

a gentle slope in. Too far for a four-hour rental. Save them for a

full day.

The realistic shortlist. With an 11–3 window you want to be anchored by 11:30, which means nothing over

about 2.7 miles. That leaves Quicksilver (best all-round), Island View (most room), Black Mountain

(quietest) and Buck Pasture. All four are no-wake. Everything else is either louder or too far.

Carry the map. The anchorage map in The Lake, On Paper is a printable image with every cove, its

distance and its zone. It is cached on your phone and it is the only map that will still work once you leave the

dock.

Get the no-wake zone map at check-in. The Corps does not publish current zone boundaries online — this

is the one thing that could not be pinned down in advance, and it is exactly the thing that determines where

you can anchor without ski boats going past. Ask at the counter, and ask about visible algae in the same

conversation.

Water

Surface temperature the day before ranged from the high fifties before dawn to 80°F in the afternoon,

against a long-run August average of about 68°F. Translation: by the time you are on the water between

eleven and three, the top few feet are genuinely warm. It drops off fast with depth. Nobody needs a

wetsuit and the kids will be fine.

Algae — what is actually known

No blue-green algae advisory was posted for Lake Sonoma. Sonoma County's water-quality page,

updated three days before the trip, shows all ten monitored Russian River beaches open with low risk.

The honest caveat: the county monitors the Russian River and Spring Lake. Lake Sonoma is a

federal reservoir and is not in the county's beach-posting program. So "no advisory" means "none
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found," not "monitored and cleared." 2026 has been a bad bloom year nationally on the back of record

heat.

The rule that actually protects you: if the water looks foamy, scummy, paint-thick, pea-green or

brownish-red, keep everyone out — especially the dogs. Dogs are the highest-risk group for

cyanotoxins because they drink the water and then lick their coats.

Marina rules that shape the day

Nothing may be towed behind a rental pontoon — no tubes, no wakeboards, no skis. Also no

slides and no barbecues.

No swimming off the dock or the launch ramp. Swim from the boat.

Children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult at all times — that covers Casper.

Children under 13 must wear life jackets — the Corps states this directly, matching California law.

That is both Beck and Casper, any time the boat is moving.

Dogs are welcome, leashed, and you clean up after them.

Sources

USACE — Warm Springs Dam hourly conditions

USACE — Lake Sonoma boating & life jacket rule

USACE — primitive boat-in and hike-to camps

Sonoma County — fresh water quality

California HAB bloom reports

Lake Sonoma water temperature

Lake Sonoma Marina — policies & rules
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https://www.spk-wc.usace.army.mil/fcgi-bin/hourly.py?report=wrs
https://www.spn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Recreation/Lake-Sonoma/Boating/
https://www.spn.usace.army.mil/Portals/68/docs/Lake%20Sonoma/2015/Primitive%20%20Boat-in%20amd%20Hike-to%20camps.pdf
https://sonomacounty.gov/health-and-human-services/health-services/divisions/public-health/environmental-health/programs-and-services/fresh-water-quality
https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/bloom-report/
https://seatemperature.info/lake-sonoma-water-temperature.html
https://www.lakesonoma.com/policies-rules/
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